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GCSE English Language  
 

Paper 2 
 

Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 
 

 
 
1. How many marks are available for the whole paper? 
 

 
2. How much time do you get to complete section A? 

 
 

3. Are the section A texts fiction or non-fiction? 
 
 

4. How much time do you get to complete section B? 
 
 

5. How many marks are available for question 1? 
 
 

6. How many marks are available for question 2? 
 
 
7. How many marks are available for question 3? 
 
 
8. How many marks are available for question 4? 

 
 

9. How many marks are available for question 5? 
 
 
10. How many of the marks for question 5 are awarded for technical accuracy? 
 
 
11. What are your required to do for question 1? 
 
 
12. What are you required to do for question 2? 
 
 
13. What are you required to do for question 3? 
 
 
14. What are you required to do for question 4? 

 
 

15. What are you required to do for question 5? 



Source A 
 
Nelson Mandela’s speech at the Make Poverty History Campaign in London 
 
Nelson Mandela addressed over 22,000 people who had gathered for the Make 
Poverty History Campaign in Trafalgar Square. 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Source: AQA GCSE English Language reading resource booklet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Source B 
 
Florence Nightingale’s letter to The Times on ‘Trained Nurses for the Sick Poor’ 
 
Florence Nightingale was a manager and trainer of nurses during the Crimean 
War, in which she organised care for wounded soldiers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Source: AQA GCSE English Language reading resource booklet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



0 | 1 Read again the opening five paragraphs of the source. 
  

Choose four statements below which are true 
 

[4 marks] 
 

A Mandela feels privileged to be in attendance at the Make Poverty History Campaign in London ⃝ 
 

B Mandela has not yet retired from public life       ⃝ 
 

C Mandela does not really believe he should be in London      ⃝ 
 

D Mandela believes that poverty is a relatively small problem     ⃝ 
 

E Mandela does not believe that inequality is a terrible scourge     ⃝ 
 

F Mandela does not believe that poverty is as terrible as slavery     ⃝ 
 

G Mandela feels thankful to the people of Britain       ⃝ 
 

H Mandela does not believe that the problem of poverty can ever be solved   ⃝ 
 

 
 
0 | 2 You need to refer to Source A and Source B for this question. 
  

 Both sources describe the importance of social change. 
  

Use details from both sources to write a summary of what you understand about the similar aims of each 
speaker. 

 

[8 marks] 
 
 
 
0 | 3 You now need to refer only to Source B from paragraph two onwards. 

 

How does the writer use language to encourage the public to support the Association? 
 

 

[12 marks] 
 

 
 
 
0 | 4 For this question, you need to refer to the whole of Source A, together with the whole of Source B. 

 

Compare how the writers convey their similar perspectives on helping those in need. 
 

In your response, you could: 
 

• compare their similar perspectives on helping those in need 
 

• compare the methods the writers use to convey their perspectives 
 

• support your response with references to both texts. 
 

[16 marks] 
 
 
 
0 | 5  ‘Taxes should be raised in order to help more adults and children in need.’ 

 

Write a letter to your local MP arguing your point of view on this. 
 

(24 marks for content and organisation 
 

16 marks for technical accuracy) 
 

[40 marks] 


