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Course Title A Level Design and Technology: Product Design  

Aims of the Course 

The emphasis of the course is to place a renewed understanding and application of the iterative design 
processes. Students will use their creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes that solve real 
and relevant problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. This forms 50% of the 
course. The exam forms the remaining 50% and students are expected to apply their Design and Making 
knowledge with a detailed understand of Technical principles for the two exam papers. 

What will you study? 

You will learn the fundamentals of the subject and develop the key knowledge, skills and experience 
needed for further study or an Apprenticeship. The course has been designed to encourage pupils from all 
material specialisms at GCSE. Throughout the course, you will study a range of theoretical components to 
understand wider design practice and manufacture. Practically, In Year 12 you commence with a skills 
developer course to enrich and extend your practical knowledge and creativity. In the second term you 
commence your NEA worth 50% which is then completed in Year 13. 

How will you be assessed? 

The non-exam assessment (NEA) is worth 50% of the course. There are two externally set and assessed 
exams for A Level Product Design, which make up the remaining 50%. It is a linear course and so all exams 
are at the end of the two years of study.  

What wider skills will you develop? 

Design and practical skills. 
Presentation and design communication skills including CAD. 
Critical thinking, review and evaluation skills. 
Problem solving and working with 3rd party client. 
Application of mathematical skills. 

What are the future options from the course? 

Further study at University such as degrees in Product Design, Industrial Design, 3D Design, Architecture, 
Engineering, Foundation Course in Art & Design, Automotive Design, Furniture Design etc. Apprenticeships 
in Engineering. 
Careers will largely be in, Engineering and Design related fields. 

Who can you contact for more information? 

The Course Leader is Mr Nick Phillips (Head of Design & Technology) who can be contacted via email at: 
Nick.phillips@verulam.herts.sch.uk 

 


