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New Senior Team 
In a special assembly for Year 11 and Year 12 last 
week, it was my pleasure to announce the senior 
student roles for the academic year 2019-20. A 
challenging and robust selection process has seen the 
following roles awarded: 
 
School Captain  Luyanda Tshmua 
Head Girl   Charlotte Conium 
Head Boy   Richard Carabine 
Vice Captains  Isaac McCann 
    Ethan McGrory 
    Joseph Moss 
    Alec Wooster 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to all seven. 

 
Upcoming events 
I would like to alert you to a number of events taking 
place towards the end of term: This evening we have 
the Year 7 Pantomime “Robin Hood and the King’s 
Gold”.  Tickets are available on the door for the 
performance priced at £5 each.  Our Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols takes place on Thursday 12th 
December 2019 at 7pm with tickets at £5 per adult 
(students and children are free) and finally we have our 
Senior Prize-Giving Event for  last year ’s Year 13 on 
Tuesday 17th December 2019 at 7pm where we will 
present Special Subject Prizes and a number of Special 
Awards during the evening. 
 

Young People’s Survey 
Youth Connexions Hertfordshire would like your son/
daughter to complete a survey found on the link below: 
https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/
YoungPeopleSurvey2019/ 
 
About the survey: 

 It is for young people across the county aged 
between 11-17. This survey has been developed by YC 
Hertfordshire to hear and capture the voices of young 
people, to help us understand what they want from out-
of-school provision, the issues of greatest concern to 
them, and how we can make services and activities 
better. 

2019-2020 Academic Year 
 

Autumn Term 
3rd September to 20th December 2019 

Key Dates 
 

Meetings start at 7pm unless stated otherwise 
 

10th December  Year 11 Parents Information  
    Evening  
12th December  Nine Lessons and Carols  
    Concert  
17th December  Senior Prizegiving   
    celebration 
20th December  EARLY CLOSE 12.00pm  
    End of Term 

 
Spring Term 

6th January 2020 - 3rd April 2020 
Half Term 17th - 21st February 2020 

 The survey results will help to inform a 
countywide Youth Strategy Statement which will set 
out their commitment to working in partnership in 
the identification of need, development of provision 
and coproduction of quality services. It will help YC 
Hertfordshire and our partner organisations to ensure 
that as a county, we are delivering inclusive, relevant 
and valuable services for young people.  
 

Headmaster’s commendation 
This week’s commendations go to: 
 
Henry Hitchener 8H 
Roan Hoggarth 8C 
Henry Gaskin 8C 
Ronan Hewit 11P 
Logan Hewit 11J 
Dennis Haggart 13PIC 

 
For representing Verulam School by writing and 
delivering podcasts on the local radio station! 
 

P A Ramsey 

Second hand uniform sale  
 
Will be held from 10.30am-11.30am in the school 
dining room tomorrow, Saturday 7th December. 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/YoungPeopleSurvey2019/
https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/YoungPeopleSurvey2019/


 

 
England Caps Beckon for Brother and Sister Combo 

 
St Albans siblings, Alex and Nathalie Culkin rounded off an outstanding year when they were each 
awarded places on the England fencing squad for the Paris Marathon in February, next year. Alex, a Year 
10 student at Verulam School will fence in the U17 Category, while sister Nathalie (Samuel Ryder 
Academy) will compete in the U14’s.  
 
On winning his 4th England Cap Alex said, “This is probably the toughest competition on the European 
circuit, as it’s run over two days. So, 300+ fencers start fencing at 07:30hrs on Saturday morning and the 
Final takes place around 5pm on the Sunday; if you make it that far. Last year, the outright winner had to 
defeat 25 fencers from all over the world in order to lift the Trophy.”   
 
As Nathalie pointed out, “In 2019, there were almost 200 fencers participating in my category. And, after 
every stage 20% are cut; so, I know a girl from Israel flew 4.5 hours to be eliminated after fencing for 45 
minutes and then went home. So, the pressure is on every fight; it is really frightening.” To provide a little 
context, when Andy Murray claimed his 2nd Title at Wimbledon, in 2016 he played seven matches across 
two weeks. No wonder it’s called a marathon. 
 
“Our aspirations are to make it on to the GB Cadet Squad, and fencing internationally for the England 
Cadet team is a great stepping stone” said Alex, who went on to say, “British Fencing lost its Olympic 
funds and we don’t have the same resources as the USA, China and Italy, but with the recent introduction 
of the Athlete Development Programme, which I was fortunate to be invited to join this year, we are 
starting to create a winning mentality among athletes, my age.”   

 
Alex finished the season ranked No. 2 having amassed 6600 points, just 600 
points off claiming top spot to the Year 11 winner, while Nathalie was 4th. 
“With only eight fencers selected to represent England this year, they both did 
remarkably well, over the course of the season. Alex finished 1st in the England 
U15 Category last year; and, is currently first reserve for the GB Cadet team for 
their trip to Slovakia, so it’s exciting times in the Culkin household.” according 
to Mum, Harriet.  
 
Too soon for Tokyo, but with Paris in 2024 and Los Angeles in 2028, it’s En 
garde! Prêts? Allez! 

STEAM Club 
 
 
This week our STEAM Club members took part in assembly with Miss Rosler. They did a practical 
demonstration, showing an impressive bead fountain and explained the mathematics behind this. The boys 
did a fantastic job at reading and demonstrating. Check out the video on the link below to see what 
happened when we did the experiment. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/194454759196/posts/10157802933039197?vh=e&d=n&sfns=mo 
 
The Maths Department is also running a house competition until the end of term, challenging students to 
find examples of Maths in the world around them. This could be an everyday example like money 
calculations, a statistical headline in a newspaper, or something more abstract like the beads demonstration. 
Students need to submit a picture and explanation to mathsphoto@verulam.herts.sch.uk.  
 
Don’t forget to include your name and form so that we can award you your house points! 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/194454759196/posts/10157802933039197?vh=e&d=n&sfns=mo
mailto:mathsphoto@verulam.herts.sch.uk


 

 
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols – Thursday, 12th December 2019 

 
‘Tis the season to be jolly… 

 
We have ordered the Christmas tree. We have bought the ingredients for our mulled wine. Mince pies are 
waiting to be heated and angelic voices can be heard coming from the choir practice in the music block …. 
 
All this is in preparation for our annual Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols where Verulam’s musicians 
and readers will treat you to a medley of Christmas songs and traditional readings to celebrate the festive 
season. 
 
The evening has an informal start from 6.30pm when mulled wine and mince pies will be served. The 
festival itself will run from 7pm – 8pm.   
 
We very much hope that you will be able to join us for some festive cheer. Tickets are priced at £5 per 
adult ticket (children and students are free) which covers the cost of refreshments and a small donation to 
the two charities we support this year: Earthworks and the Marine Conservation Society. 
 
A ParentMail has been sent with a reply slip which will need to be included with your cash or cheque 
(made payable to Verulam School) and returned to main school reception to ensure a seat (tickets will be 
sent home via your child) or alternatively you can buy tickets on the door. 

Communication channels with the School 

Please ensure you inform us of any changes to your contact details via admin@verulam.herts.sch.uk. so 
that we can keep our systems up to date. 
 
If your child is absent, please call the absence line on 01727 754101, ideally by 8am on the day of absence. 
 
 

Senior Prize-Giving Event - Tuesday 17th December 2019 – 7.00pm to 8.00pm  
An invitation to all last year’s Year 13 students and their parents/carers 

 

We will be celebrating the A-level results of our 2018 2019 Year 13 students on Tuesday 17th December 
2019 in the Main Hall from 7.00 – 8.00pm.  
 

Students will be given their certificates on the night.  We will also present Special Subject Prizes and a 
number of Special Awards so it looks like it will be a very special evening of celebration. 
 

Please arrive at 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start. Refreshments will be provided after the event. 
 

If you are a 2018-2019 Year 13 student and we have not heard from you yet, please RSVP to Mrs N 
Destickere via nele.destickere@verulam.herts.sch.uk pr ior  to the event. 
 
We look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 17th December 2019. 

mailto:admin@verulam.herts.sch.uk.%20so
mailto:nele.destickere@verulam.herts.sch.uk


 

 
PTA - DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
TODAY!!!! Don’t miss the Chloe James Christmas Shopping Event today from 12:30 - 2:30pm. Enjoy 
complimentary mulled wine and mince pies while you get ahead on your Christmas shopping in this lovely 
boutique opposite Cote restaurant. Mention you are supporting Verulam School and 10% of everything 
purchased will be donated to the PTA.  Hope to see you there! 
 
NEXT WEEK: PTA meeting on Tuesday 10th December 7.30-9.00pm in the Bradshaw building. 
 
RAISE FUNDS WHILE YOU SHOP ONLINE 
 

Thousands of retailers will donate a small percentage of the value of your 
purchase to the Verulam PTA every time you shop on line using 
easyfundraising. We have recruited 2 more supporters (thank you) and raised 
over £250 in the last month, with one parent generating a donation of £105 
from an Expedia hotel booking - so it really is worthwhile. It's quick, easy and 

requires one just extra click before check out. Please sign up here: easyfundraising. 
 
 
Verulam PTA has also registered with Amazon Smile, which means the 
school will earn 0.5% every time you shop. Please register at Amazon Smile 
selecting Verulam Parent Teacher Association as your charity and you'll be 
helping the school give your child the best possible education. 
 

 
Julie Williams 

PTA Chair  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.easyfundraising.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1tHXeQQyra-mQtzn0aMEsrSLPJbmYQ8Gtx8gU4toK_5DtpChb45iRlE-E&h=AT1uKix8hUN_Pw3_KNLPMsuWppqtQAZEXX4m45fEtfiusIma8_8ly-phvBwlPTExqHd23-6SuRxkCNHr1RwFZ2dxi3NiWslNnphsii05Yyzh_
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1023584-0

