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Open Day 
I would like to thank all those pupils and parents who 
are joining us this Saturday for our Open Day.   
 
Due to the disruption this causes, there is a late start on 
Monday.  Pupils should arrive for registration by 
9.45am.  Lessons will commence with Period 2 at 
9.55am. 
 

New Website 
We are delighted to announce the launch of Verulam 
School’s new website – www.verulamschool.co.uk 
 
You will find all of Verulam’s latest social media feeds 
on our new Social Wall; on-line access to our School 
magazine Top Button where students can submit stories 
and see them published on the website; all of Verulam’s 
latest news; details about every curriculum subject; 
information on enrichment clubs, sport, music and 
drama; an overview of all the trips we offer; links to 
learning tools that will help support your child; lots of 
new photos and much, much more. 
 
Please do share the new website with any friends or 
family who may be considering Verulam for their son 
or daughter. 

 
FEED 
It was very pleasing to see so many pupils bringing in 
donations for the FEED project this week.  I would like 
to thank all families for their generosity.  I would also 
like to recognise the outstanding efforts of pupils who 
assisted the FEED team each morning.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“My opinion on the FEED  project this year was 
fantastic. We had an estimate of 400 items per day for 
two weeks. I would like to say a special thank you to 
Geoff for organising this event. I would also like to say 
a massive thank you to Charlie Thomas and all the 
helpers: we could never have done this without them. 
Last but not least, I would like to say a big thank you to 
everybody who donated. It will go to a good cause."  
                                                            

Jamie Escuder 10J 
 

2019-2020 Academic Year 
Autumn Term 

3rd September to 20th December 2019 
Half Term 

28th October to 1st November 2019 

"As always, the FEED project is a way of helping 
those in need in St Albans. With students from all 
years donating products for the feed bank we were 
amazed at the length of some of the students went to 
get items. Despite the weather we had people stay 
committed and bringing in items from home. I would 
also like to say a big thank you to the FEED team who 
spent there own time coming down with their cars to 
transport the food with Geoff. We look forward to 
hearing the final numbers for this year". 

Charlie Thomas 11H 
 

Headmaster’s commendations 
This week’s commendations go to Nikolai  Cherniaev 
in Year 7 who presented a powerpoint presentation 
about space junk and how it can be disposed of.  His 
presentation was both eloquent and well written and 
brimming with confidence. 

And to Teddy Marcy in Year 9 for his excellent 
character and respect for others.   

Well done boys.  
P A Ramsey 

Key Dates 
Meetings start at 7pm unless stated otherwise 

 
28th September  Open Morning 9am-12pm 
30th September  Late start 9.45am 
1st - 16th October Open Weeks 
2nd October  Art Trip - Curwen Studios -  
    Year 10 
3rd October  Year 9 Parent Information  
    Evening  
9th October  Year 11 DofE Presentation  
    Evening 
10th October  Practise Sail - Stanborough  
    Lakes (12.30-4pm) 
11th October  Tollesbury Trip Departs  
17th October  DofE Silver Departs  
18th October  Year 12 Geography Trip  
    departs  
20th October  DofE Silver Returns  
    Yr 12 Geography Trip returns 
22nd October  PTA Happy Bag collection  
25th October  Abbey Service 

http://www.verulamschool.co.uk/


 

 
Alban Federation 

 
Verulam School is a member of  the Alban Federation partnership in the area of teacher training. Each year 
the Federation trains a large number of adults (56 in 2019/20), either straight from University with their 
degrees, or people who are changing careers, and places them in a host school for the year to enable them 
to complete their training and gain Qualified Teacher Status. All applications are submitted through UCAS 
(the University Admission System) and this year, the application window is scheduled to open on 8th 
October 2019, for  courses star ting in September  2020. Courses are available in both Pr imary and 
Secondary programmes, with salaries or bursaries available for suitably qualified candidates in many 
subjects. 
  
If you are interested in becoming a teacher and would like to find out more about how to apply and what is 
involved, we are holding an Open Morning on Saturday 12th October 2019 in the Sixth Form Centre at 
Sandringham School in St Albans. It runs from 9.30am to midday and you are more than welcome to 
come along and meet current trainees, senior school staff and Federation team members. Equally, if you 
know of anyone who is keen to train to teach, this will be a very useful event for them to attend. 

Further details can be obtained from the school by contacting ollie.giles@verulam.herts.sch.uk  

or direct from the Alban Federation team via afgtpenquiries@sandringham.herts.sch.uk 

 
Mr O Giles 

Books and Biscuits club is back! 
 
I am pleased to say that our school book clubs will be resuming this week.  I will be running the club on 
rotation for all three year groups so that each year group will meet once every 3 weeks (allowing time for 
them to read our chosen book in time for their next meeting). 
 
The format of the club is that boys come together to talk about what they have enjoyed reading (while 
eating biscuits of course).  They then decide on one book they would all like to read for the next meeting - 
come with some ideas! The only rule is that the book we read must be chosen by the boys, not by me. 
 
The meetings take place on Thursdays in room 4 in the English corridor at 12:45 and finish at 1:10pm to 
allow time for boys to go to the canteen for lunch if they wish. 
 
The rota for meeting is as follows: 
Thursday 26th Sept: Year 9 
Thursday 3rd October: Year 8 
Thursday 10th October: Year 7 
Thursday 17th October - no meeting (I am delivering a Sixth Form lecture at lunchtime on this day - sorry) 
Thursday 24th October Year 9 
Half term 
Thursday 7th November: Year 8 
Thursday 14th November: Year 7 
Thursday 21st November: Year 9 
Thursday 28th November: Year 8 
Thursday 5th December: Year 7 
Thursday 12th December: Year 9  
Thursday 19th December: Year 8 
 
Boys just need to turn up on the correct day - no sign up necessary. Those who attend will earn attendance 
house points - as well as having a good time with like-minded students... and then there's always the 
biscuits. 
 

Mrs P Avery 
Director English 
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Absence Line 

 

A reminder to all parents that the absence line number is 01727 754101 for ALL absences/lates. 
 
We would ask that you avoid calling the main school switchboard. 

Reception 

House Points Challenge 
 

Please find attached the results of this week's House Points challenge.... please encourage your son or 
daughter to contribute by striving to earn house points next week! 

Mrs P Avery 
Director of English 

Inviting all parents to Book Club 
 

The first book club of the new academic year will be on Thursday 24th October  at 7pm.  The two books 
are: In Xanadu: A Quest by William Dalrymple; and The Testaments by Margaret Atwood. 
 
We would be delighted if you would like to join us.  You only need to have read one book by 24th ! 
 

PTA News 
 

CAKE DONATIONS: Open Morning – Saturday 28th September 
The PTA will be on hand to refresh potential students, parents and our Year 7 helpers with 
cakes, muffins, cupcakes, donuts and cookies all morning. If you can donate (doesn’t need to 
be homemade!) please deliver to the 6th Form Centre from 8.15am tomorrow morning.  
 
 

QUIZ NIGHT: Friday 15th November 7pm for 7.30pm 
If you’d like to take on the teachers and test your general knowledge over a fish and chip 
supper in the school Hall, please complete and return the attached booking form by Monday 
4th November. Please note that the maximum team size is 9 people and groups with less 
than 8 may be combined with other participants. Or if you are available to help with set up 
during the afternoon or evening please sign up via the volunteer link here: Volunteer signup 
 

 
SECOND HAND UNIFORM: 10.30-11.30am Saturday 5th October in the Dining Hall 
If your son has grown out of items of uniform before they are worn out (and in particular 
new design PE kit) please pass it on to us via reception so we can give it a new home! 
ANY BRANDED PE KIT is acceptable for the boys to wear, so if you do need spares we 
have plenty of the old design kit available.  
 
 

OTHER WAYS TO SUPPORT THE PTA 
 
Raise money while you shop online with thousands of retailers using this link - 
easyfundraising. 
 
Join the Verulam Lottery to raise funds and win prizes in one of our half termly prize 
draws  
 
And finally if you would like to join us at our next PTA meeting, it is on Tuesday 1st October from 7.30-
9.00pm in the Bradshaw building.  Please email your  interest to julie.williams@tinder -box.co.uk 
 
 

Julie Williams 
PTA Chair  
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