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Attendance Matters

Attendance

There are 190 days in a school year
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pupil’s progress and attainment

is affected if their attendance

falls below 90%.
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Attendance Matters

e 90% attendance = 19 days oft = s s e R,
95 missed lessons that may odds atio
never be repeated. o 20 4

) 1.6x 1.6x

e The odds of year 11 pupils
achieving a grade 5 in English T
and maths almost double if their e s e
attendance is over 95 per cent, S ’ ’

compared to those who miss
between 5 and 10 percent of
lessons
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Year 8§ Autumn 2026




e OECD research shows that parents
simply taking and interest and
asking about learning can make a
significant difference to outcomes

e A reminder that all subjects publish
the half termly topics being studied
by each year group on our website
under Curriculum->Subjects

Parental interest in schooling is
linked to higher student
performance

Score-point difference associated with students
who report that parents or other family members...
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...take an ...discuss ...ask what
interest in how well students did
what students are at school
students are doing that day
learning

Yet students reported less family support
than in 2022 in almost all countries and
economies.

@) OECD OECD (2025), PISA 2025 Results (Volume 1)



Year 8 Disco at STAGS | 2274 October 2026
Autumn Progress Report W/B | 16™ November 2026
Spring Progress Report W/B | 1°* March 2027
Parents’ Evening | Thursday 22"¢ April 2027
Activities Week | 28th June - 2nd July

Summer Progress Report | W/B 14h June 2027



Form Time: Pastoral Team

Form Tutors: | . Miss | Willetts
-8B: Mr Pavenelli/Mr Ajulo _ Head of Year 8
-8C: Miss White
Miss K Thackray
-8H: Mrs Herrington - Deputy Head & SLT
_8J Mr Caglar Link to KS3
_QD.
8P: Mr J ameson Mrs Heasley & Mrs Bedi

-8Y: Mr Agbamyaka - Pastoral Support

Your first point of contact through admin@verulam.aetrust.uk (FAO)



mailto:admin@verulam.aetrust.uk

Year 8

Overview

Miss Willetts
Head of Year




Year 8 O \

Sixth Form
End of Year Exams

Trips/Activities Week GCSE Courses

Looking ahead to Begin UCAS Entries
GCSE Options Subject Trips Threshold Exam

. GCSE Exams University
Work Experience Commence Visits/Selection

GCSE

Transition
End of Year
Exams

Lake District
Trip

GCSE Options Examinations

Class Sets Work

North Wales Experience

Residential Post 16 Options
A-Level/College




Guest S peaker

Blake Marrie
Year 12




Why does Year 8 matter?

Year 8 is important because it continues to build
foundational knowledge from Year 7, develops
essential independence and responsibility, an<}ll) begins
to prepare students for future GCSE choices by
fostering a stronger work ethic and deeper subject
understanding.

Students develop social-emotional skills, explore their
strengths, and may begin preliminary GCSE work,
making it a crucial year for long-term academic and
personal growth.



https://www.google.com/search?q=GCSE+choices&sca_esv=260901af2ba57c8c&rlz=1C1GCEB_enGB1073GB1074&ei=rRLlaIeqGeqqhbIP8vPxsAs&ved=2ahUKEwjgu9-OlpKQAxX_VkEAHWipMqMQgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=importance+if+Year+8&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiFGltcG9ydGFuY2UgaWYgWWVhciA4MgYQABgNGB4yCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFMggQABiABBiiBDIFEAAY7wUyBRAAGO8FSNwIUNwCWMcGcAF4AJABAJgBiAGgAb0DqgEDNC4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIEoALFAsICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgoQIRigARjDBBgKmAMA4gMFEgExIECIBgGQBgiSBwMzLjGgB9oSsgcDMi4xuAe4AsIHBzAuMS4xLjLIBxw&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfD7LxUKsVst8ne3DxC-ERn8-JHlW0QaL1y9kFB82XSVDpoQsgHpO0mdr9AIxK_IeYOog0q18qr4kHXoGWZrrHAKig8ZcWsMHQvEZuX13FbI8uCyP-TFCOVb8wDcodtJagY&csui=3

Academic Expectations
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Research suggests that Year 8 students lose their sense of
belonging in schools.

We will be harnessing this belonging by engaging them
with our house system and understanding our community.

This will shape their long term success here at Verulam.



Careers 1n Year 8

Autumn Term:

- UK Maths Challenge
- Unifrog competency quizzes

o

- PSHE career pathways activities -
/\ Tilbury Douglas  EJe)/A
e L AAA'S

- Tilbury Douglas (construction)
Spring Term:

TILBURY DOUGLAS and the ROYAL NAVY:
Partnering in Infrastructure and Marine Services.

- National Apprenticeships Week
- National Careers Week

Summer Term:

- Year 8 USP - Work Shadowing experience
- Barclays Life Skills lessons
- Royal Navy Industry Insight




Wider School Initiatives

Verulam Sports Academy
Clubs
House competitions
Eco Council
Golden Stag
* Blue Stag
School Council
Drama Productions

Reward Trips




Clubs and after-school activities

To be active and connect:

-

Before School
Clubs
(08:00 - 0

IR RO ~LL Years SEND
. Homework Club - Hub
Clubs (finish at

0) s 10-13 Music
C Booster and
Revision - Music Dept

Years 1213 Sociology
Intervention - Room 6D

ar 11-13 Monday
it Maths - Bradshaw

ALL Years SEND
Homework Club - Hub

Year 11 English Revision

Room 22

ALL

Year 111
Economi
Suppore -

Year 131
Economi
Supporc -

Year 111
- Room ¢

Lunchtime
Clubs

ALL Years SEND
Homework Club - Hub

ALL Years Choir Club -

Year 11 RE GCSE
Challenge G
Room

s 10-13 Music
GCSE Booster and
Revision - Music Dept

LL Years Brass Group
- Music Dept

Years 7 dening
Club - Bradshaw

Years 8-11 Podcast
Club - Room 6 (BLUE
WEEK ONLY)

ALL Years Card Games
Club - Room B4

WEEK ONLY)
‘ears Character
Creation Club - Room

4

ALL Years Tuesday
Code Club - Room 40

10&11 Art &

Design Club - Room
A2

ALL Years Band Club -

Music Dept

ars 12§
Psychology Suppor
Room 23

7-11 Christianity
Unpacked - Room 21

Years 7-11 General
Knowledg
Room 8

We have a range of diffegent_
clubs and after school activities.

I N T T N T

ALL Years String Years 7-11 D&D Club
Group - Music Dept - Room B3

Years 12&13 D&D
Club - Room B3
Club - Room 21
ALL Years Warhammer
Club - Room 31 ALL Years Debate Club
- Room B4
s 7-11 Psychol
ub - Room 23

Years 10&11 Art &
Design Club - Room

Code Club - Room 40

ECO Club-LIB 1
(Hopkins Room)
(during form time and
every 4 weeks)

FIVE WAYS T0

WELLBEING

Clubs are advertised on the Website.




Building Excellence

“It is about being the best version of you; being
proud of your successes regardless of how you
define these for yourself; and it’s about celebrating
other people’s successes not just your own.”

What we will be doing to build excellence:

e Pastoral Curriculum in form time

e Blue & Golden Stag Awards
* Pastoral Support

* Celebration Evenings / Sports Awards
* Challenging and diverse curriculum

e  Weekly Year Group / Form Awards
* Super Curriculum Programme



The Super Curriculum tF: 4

The Super Curriculum refers to a range of optional enrichment activities and
challenges that go beyond the standard national curriculum. It encourages
independent learning, curiosity, and deeper thinking in various subjects.
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Year 8 Super Curriculum Subjects

The Super Curriculum|

Each subject has 6 different types of Super Curriculum
activities - write, listen, visit, create, read watch.

of tasl selecti 1 to develop

+ Art
+ Computer Science

+ Design & Technology

Different from homework, the Super Curriculum is
student-led and voluntary, aimed at enriching
knowledge and exploring personal interests within
each subject.

+ Drama
+ English

+ French

o

+ Geography

The students who complete at least 20 different

activities to a high standard and submit their evidence
will be awarded the GOLD STAG scholar’s badge. gl

+ Music

+ History

All students who submit good quality evidence of
participation with the Super Curriculum will receive
an engagement certificate.

+ Physical Education
+ Religious Studies

+ Science

+ Spanish
m + Wellbeing




Barcelona Football Tour 2027
28th June - 2nd July

Battlefields Tour 2027
28th June - 1st July

Highlights:

- Western front - Ypres

- Somme - Hawthorn Crater

- Verulam School Remembrance
Service .

- Arras & Wellington Quarry

Final day for sign-ups 16th October




E-satety

Miss K. Thackray
Deputy Headteacher




Home - School partnership - e-safety

1. Parental controls and guidance
2. Impact on school life
3. Where to find support




Hey kiddo, it's about time for bed. Okay.
Okay. Oh, remember there's a box in the

.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_xwJ5u9I8o

What rules do you set around online usage at home?

While parental concerns in some areas have increased considerably, their
enforcement of rules appears to be diminishing, partly because of resignation
about their ability to intervene in their children’s online lives.

Spending money online (52%)
Information their child can share online (49%)

Video content their children are allowed to watch online (67%)

Types of websites and apps they can use

(41%) Source: children and parents: media use
and attitudes report 2024




e clarify what is allowed...or not
o establish ground rules like no phones at the table or in the bedroom at night-time

* agree shared expectations to reduce arguments and keep everyone safe & healthy

Download it at parentsafe.lgfl.net/digital-family-agreement

SafeguardED



https://parentsafe.lgfl.net/digital-family-agreement

* Controls have to be set up on both the broadband connection AND
each individual device

* These do not come as standard so it’s worth checking

* They are important because they allow you to:
* Block and hlter upsetting or inappropriate content or sites

* Plan what time and how long your child can go online for



Visit www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/ to find out how to set controls on devices:

Set up devices safely

Set parental contrels on a range of

devices, apps, and platfarms with our

how-to guides.

"~ SafeguardED

Select the smarnphone, cther device of

0S from the dropdown list

Select the social media app or platfoem

from the dropdown list

VIEW ALL

Broadband & mobile network

Select your network proviger from the

dropdown list

GO QaMes & Consld

Select the video game of consale from

the dropcown list

x

VIEW ALL

VIEW ALL




[mpact on school lite

- Fatigue and difhculty concentrating in lessons, addictive traits develop.

- Exposure to inappropriate online content - potential of concerning language
being used, violence, harmful world-views.

- Potential of increased ‘unkind’ behaviours between peers - large wattsap
groups are harmful and impact social relationships in school.

- Mental health - feelings of isolation, anxiety and disconnect.




Where to ind support

e Form Tutors
e HOY
e School Safeguarding Team

Q) UK Safer Internet Centre

LGfL’ NSPCC

Internet
matters.org




Assessment, Behaviour
and Homework

Miss Willetts
Head of Year




KS3 Summative Assessment Grading System

Teachers and subject leaders will determine the extent to which students have
mastered the key knowledge, understanding and skills at key stages in the curriculum

by using the following

* Mastery

*  Greater Depth
* Secure

*  Developing

* Emerging

*  Working towards emerging



KS3 Reporting to Parents

We will compare the category your child’s teachers have reported against their

We derive our pathways with aspirational targets based on the top 5% of students
nationally and will report to you three times a year as follows:.

 Exceptional progress - two categories or more above a students’ expected attainment

 Above expected progress - one category above a students’ expected attainment

 Expected progress - expected attainment

* Below expected progress - one category or more below a students’ expected
attainment



The BASICS

We have three basic expectations of every student in
terms of their readiness for school and learning.

1. Arrive on time
2. Arrive tully equipped

3. Arrive with your full school uniform

- EBasics Failure to attend school on time
Event BaSICS EBasics Failure to attend school fully equipped
All F EBasics Failure to attend school witﬁ ﬁ?ll uniform
sta Issued if the student does not have a valid excuse




Uniform

e Coats can be worn at lunchtime in
outside areas only. They should not be
worn on transition to lessons.

e Hooded jumpers and sweatshirts are
not a part of school uniform and
should not be worn at any time.

e Blazers must be brought to school
and worn

e Small things make a big difference.

* Navy Blue Blazer with badge

* Black trousers of conventional cut
* White shirt — long or short sleeved
* House tie

* Grey V-necked pullover

® Black shoes (not trainers)

* Dark grey or black socks




[ J
Equipment:
[ J D f Maths Set D = Solid Adhesive
To include D D D Glue stick or similar
a protractor and pair
of compasses

®  Will be checked daily by

fo rm t UtO rs D Small Scissors D ::’l::uved Biro

Red and green

D Rucksack D Ruler
This should be large This must be a rigid
enough to carry all of your 30cm ruler 3 Pencils & Coloured Pencils
books and your tablet ‘
HB Graphite pencils A variety of colours

device to and from school
Flease note that small,
fashionable, ‘man bags’ are

<! —T)

not permitted
D @ Tablet Device D [re—T L0000
0O0| Caleulator )
M e iy B oo D 000 Highlighter Pens
—) charged and with you 000 | casofr8¥6Txor
i ) each day 03| smiar requared | In a vanaty of colours
D Black or Blue D French/Spanish : ’
Pens Dictionary . Make sure you have ‘
D Pencil Case ' a private reading book
Your classwork must e g The Collins Easy © with you at all times.
be written in efther Leaming or similar To keep all of your
blue or black ink only equpenent tidy




Our Behaviour Policy

i et b i e el REWARDS
peioe to being mwed an E2 1 E3 1 E4 10 slow chem the op 10 self-regulare theie bek and ¢ or seeitwde,

Students compete to accumulate Houne Points. Students can achieve certificates and prizes, including reward erips. For reward mp:. termly House
Event Level Eventon B C (‘) & Action Point totals are looked at alk d horised d; and negative behaviour events. Depending on the reward trip put in place (via

b consultation with the school council), students will need to be in the top 15-20 students of the year group to be invited to the termly reward erip.
Event2 {roseg dmrdirons e ghpan S s (st o w48 o i [ e
What All Galf G5 13 e vt o Reward Level Reward on Bromcom Reward
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= = e House Point 1 H1 Positive 1 positive point
Vot Allalf e b 1y D b e Who? All scaff
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Event3 et oo b (WAt House Point 2 H2 Good 2 positive points
Ll All el L Who? All seaff H2 Character
o ” H2 Word of the Week

L e 2
Event 4 Sy e Ao b it P2 uendance
# + g adorof a8 b el 3 = ieesan
Whot Teahlag maff e e wl o Letter of Recosmﬂon H3V Voice & Vision 10 positive points

vt L L —— (LOR) H3E Enterprising & Aspiration
Event S S M e e b |G Who? All scaff H3R Resilience
ot Allseaff g o dnon H3U Understanding & Respect
7 7l s oy e il

HoY & VLK Masager swaee st - H3L Love of Learning

[P wpeg—Try—" F— H3A Accountability & Responsibility
Event 6 -y + Vo . . H3M Makes a Difference & Leaves a Legacy
Vi Mo £ Mo

Event7
i MY { Mol

BLUE STAG AWARD .

HoY / HoD)
Dy Head foe Key Seag | 5 P v g 7 o Reward Level Reward on Bromcom Reward
AN \.-'.b -
il o s + wvvedy dtsanion SUEVED | 30 SRS IRERS

‘rln‘ N0 Ads cn e lu'hﬁdw(.-’l—- - s .
‘- o “:y ISLT ) v“".‘ o N ey ey STAG1 H50 Receipt of the Blue Stag 50 positive points
v Head Saarcinds Ol sl by i ol i B
e e o
Event 10 7o N Xt Sopundon Loy STAG 2 H100 Receipt of the second Blue Stag 100 positive points
#h HoY 7 SLT < Votmg et of il 0 el v o4 B
Depury Head Stancnk ‘_""l vt
e S STAG3 H200 Receipt of the third Blue Stag 200 positive points
Event 11 Sumarsoned andy by de Mesbuachr

1iv Headeeacher 2,. Do oo Sbusioes




Verulam School - HOME-SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP

e The triangular partnership : student, school,

home
e The agreement sets out expectations of all

parties
e The system is designed to encourage students

to make positive choices and change behaviour

e The rules are there for safety and to create an
environment suitable for learning

e We need your support with this, to celebrate

rewards but also to uphold school sanctions

when they apply.

S an .
Agreement | have signed. elecironic learming devioe at school effectvely

https://www.verulamschool.co.uk/docs/policies/Home School Partnership.pdf



https://www.verulamschool.co.uk/docs/policies/Home_School_Partnership.pdf

Homework

94% thought they

S]_lb mltted homework 1. How often do you submit your homework on time?

150 responses

on time always Oor most

o @ Always
f h I I l @ Most of the time
O t e tl e ’ About half of the time
@ Rarely
e

- 182 homework
events this term




Google Classroom & Homework

Google Classroom email summaries (for parents/carers/guardians) allow parents/carers to
receive regular email updates about their son’s progress in Google Classroom. These
summaries include information on upcoming assignments, completed work and teacher
announcements. By reviewing these updates, you can help ensure your child stays on track
with their assignments. Encouraging them to complete tasks on time will help build strong
home learning habits. Over time, this consistent support will help foster better time
management, accountability and self-discipline with their studies.

Google Classroom

Guide for Students & Parents



https://verulamschool.co.uk/Google-Classroom-Guide/

My Child At School:

Know what is happening at

school.
¢k dschool .
— * Attendance
* House Points o
° Sanct1ons Miss Willetts

gave you a house
point today, what
I saw that you was that for?
were late to

English, was
everything ok?




This presentation
already available on
our website, under
Learning-> Parents’
Information
Evenings

<« G @ 2 verulamschool.co.uk/Learning/Parents-Information-Evenings/ Qa ¥ O O

[«

@ school H

[ All Bookmarks

? Apps [ verulamschool.co.uk bookmarks

School Life Learning Curriculum Join Us

Learning

Parents' Information Evenings Curicm Overview
KS4 Options

Assessment for Learning
The dates for the 2025/26 academic year are below, alongside the parent teacher consultations where appointments can be booked with teachers via the My Child At School

platform. Verulam Learning

Year group information evenings | Parents’ consultation evenings Equipped for Learning

Literacy and Reading
Year7 | Settling in meet with tutor (virtual)
Exams
Thursday 16th October

Curriculum Enrichment Days

Year 12 | Thursday Tith September | Year 12| Thursday 20th November

Parents' Information Evenings

Year 1 | Thursday 18th September | Year 10 | Wednesday 3rd December Personal Development

Useful Links
Year 10 | Thursday 2nd October | Year 11 | Thursday 22nd January
Year T Revision Microsite

Year9 | Thursday 9th October | Year 9 | Thursday 5th February

Year 8 | Wednesday 15th October | Year 13 | Tuesday 10th February

Year 13 | Wednesday 22nd October | Year 7 | Wednesday Tith March

Year 8 | Thursday 30th April




Closing

commencts

Mr F. Moane




